
The Pitchfork Rebellion 
Triangle Lake, Oregon 

Impacts from Aerial Spraying 

Scott Downey, Manager 

Pesticides and Toxics Unit 
ET Meeting, May 17, 2011 

Response to Petition 

• HQ Office of Pesticide Programs {OPP) & R10 
Pesticides meet PFR in Eugene (Mar 2010) 

• Public comment period (April-Aug 2010) 

• R10 listening tour with Oregon agencies, timber 
companies, and residents (June 2010) 

• Trip Report prepared to document views and 
concerns heard on tour 

• Debriefings held with OPP, state agencies, and 
Oregonians for Food & Shelter 

Overview 

• Who is the Pitchfork Rebellion (PFR)? 

• What do t hey want? 

• Health and environmental concerns f rom 

aerial spraying of pesticides in forests 

• listening tour and stakeholder views heard 

• New exposure data and response 

• Key questions for ET 

The Pitchfork Rebellion 

• First Contact : 2007 protest at Oregon Ops Office 

• Follow-up call with David "Day" Owen 

• Petition to lisa Jackson in Feb 2010 

-Establish immediate buffer zones 

-Conduct pesticide drift study 

- -Investigate industry influence at EPA 
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Resident Issues Heard 

• Helicopter applications on steep slopes and 
unique climatic conditions allow drift and 
ongoing exposures to multiple pesticides 

• EPA-approved labels and Oregon forest practices 
are not protective 
- Buffers for fish, but not people 

• Notification process does not work for public 

• Expert consultant backs up concerns 

• State has not been responsive to complaints 

State Issues: Oregon Dept of Agriculture 
(ODA) and Dept of Forestry (ODF) 

• Compliance investigations rarely find Pesticide 

or Forest Practice violations 

• Budgets limit their capability to respond 

• Question claims of drift over long distances 

• Health claims not substantiated 

• Complaints are from small number of vocal 
anti-pesticide activists near Triangle Lake 
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Industry Issues 

• The Oregon Forest Practices Act (FPA) requires that 
planted trees must be " free to grow" in 6 years 

• Clearcutting and tree re-establishment in the 
westside forests frequently requires 3 herbicide 
applications to kill weeds and broadleaf trees t hat 
compete with planted conifers (40- 50 year cycle) 

• Aerial spraying is done precisely and audited 

• Timber companies want to be good neighbors 

• Cultural differences and cost of business issues 

Rally near Grants Pass, Oregon, March 2011 
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'Standing up for trees and life' 
i at Lake Selmac 
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Buffer Requirements (OR/WA) 

• OR: 60' buffer around fish bearing and 
domestic water supply streams, but no buffer 
around homes and non fish streams 

• WA: 100'- 325' buffer around fish bearing 
and domestic water supply streams and 200' 
buffer around homes. Zero to 100' around 
non fish streams 

ATSDR and EPA Review 

• ATSDR reviewed Hwy 36 PARC fi les for health 
complaints over last 6 years and presented 
findings at PARC meeting (Nov 2011) 

• EPA Pesticides conducts in-depth review of 
ODA complaint logs as part of FIFRA 
Cooperative Agreement oversight 

• Findings documented in FIFRA Annual Report 
(Feb 2011) 
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Assessing the Concerns 

• Pesticide exposures in OR are evaluated by the 
Pesticide Analytical Response Center (PARe) 

• Led by ODA, but includes State Health, ODEQ, 
ODF, ORFW, OR-OSHA and OSU toxicologists 

• PFR and others claim conflict of interest with 
ODA in charge, Board of Forestry appt by Gov 

• EPA Pesticides referred health claims to ATSDR 
after consulting with OEA (Oct 2010) 

Findings about PARC and ODA 

• Many complaints not investigated 

• Few samples taken or analyzed 

• Lack of SOPs for when and how to sample 

• Conclusions about no exposures or violations 
not well supported by evidence 

• PTU developing guidance for ODA sampling 

• ATSDR recommends comprehensive exposure 
investigation, may be lead 
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New Exposure Data Emerges 

• Dr. Dana Barr met with PFR indiv iduals in 
January and suggested a simple urine test 

• 21 samples were collected by local doctors 
and mailed to Emory University laboratory, 

• Tested for chloroacetanilides, triazines & 2,4-D 

• Presented results by phone for OR Board of 
Forestry Pesticide Workshop April 29, 2011 

Residents tested for pesticide 
Activists tell the state Board of Forestry that Triangle Lake residents' 
urine samples came back positive 

By~ 

The Register·Guard 
Pub lished: (Saturday, Apr 30, 2011 07:01AM) Midnight, April 30 

$AL(M - Anti-pe~ticide activists brousht more tha n complaints to a state Daard of rore suy 

meeting on Friday afternoon. The Triangle l ake resident s, who for years have been lobbying 
and agitating against aerial sprays of herbicides on the t imbered slopes around their homes, 
came with data that showed two herbicides in the urine of 21 community members, including 
children. 

The samples were tested by Dana Barr, a research professor at Emory University's 

Environmental and Occupational Health Oepoutment. Barr, a former researcher at t he Centers 
for Disease Cont rol and Prevention, is considered an expert in assessing human exposure to a 

variet y of toxic compounds. She found two powerful weed killers, 2,4-D and atrazine, in the 
urine of all 21 residents who submitted samples t o her lab earlier this year. 

State Response 

• PARC is coordinating action plan in 
coordination with EPA and ATSDR 

• Initial plans for ODEQ to conduct immediate 
drinking water sampling are on hold so that a 
more comprehensive plan can be developed 

• Need to consider all potentia l exposure routes 
and correlations: water, spray drift, food, etc 

• Target date for prelim plan: end of June 
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Data suggests herbicide exposures 
From Dr. Barr' s presentation 

US population Presprllly Postsprllly 
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Children's Health Data from ODEQ 

• 63% of school wells in OR have irrigated 
agriculture or industrial forests within 1-mile 
of the DW source and serve 33,000 people 

• 46% are within 1/4-mile and serve 17,616 

• 30% are within 500 feet and serve 11,282 

• 24% are within 300 feet and serve 9,064 

• Many of these wells are rura l & vulnerable 

EPA Response 

Interdisciplinary Team: 

• OCE: Pesticides Program 

• OEA: Risk Evaluation, Field support, Lab, ... ORO? 

• ETPA: Place-Based, Community Involvement, EJ, 
Children's Health, and Press Office 

• OWW: Forestry Manager, Drinking Water ... CWA 
Non point Source and ESA? 

• ATSDR and Office of Pesticide Programs (OPP) 
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EPA Team Activities 

• Assess Dr. Barr study (OPP and ATSDR) 
• Support and monitor state response 
• Active role in developing exposure investigation 
• Compare rules/pract ices/impacts elsewhere 

• Assess surface water quality and ESA concerns 
• Respond to PFR Petition (OPP) 
• Pursue pesticide drift study with OPP and ORO 

• Label changes that address drift and runoff (OPP) 

• Sponsor conflict resolution process? 

Key Questions for ET 

• Support the current response and resources? 

• Are we looking at the right issues? 

• Playing the appropriate role? 

• Support additional resources? 

-Team is seeping nature and extent of issues and 
potential needs; OR/WA are national leaders in 
timber production, extensive aeria l spraying 

• Questions? 
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